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A PAPER CALIPHATE: UNDERSTANDING

  

 

UM CALIFADO DE PAPEL: ENTENDENDO 

 

1

Abstract

modern conception of a state are found to be salient. 

Key-words

1. INTRODUCTION: THE DEBATE ABOUT THE ISLAMIC STATE2

1.1. Terror and governance

advantage of both its structures and personnel. From outside its borders, this endeavour 
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Abstract

the establishment of a bureaucratic structure that 

caliphate. These documents reveal an administration 

state are found to be salient. 

Key-words

Resumo

estabelecimento de uma estrutura burocrática 

estandarte do califado. Esses documentos revelam 

território. Sua análise aponta para uma visão 

traços de uma concepção moderna de Estado são 

evidentes.
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has the face of a nightmare made of victims spread on the sand and heads cut off in front of 

built over paper, more than over blood.

State leadership.

considered the establishment of a state as a distant goal

Atlantic 

both to the Middle East and to foreign governments under its threat.
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rulings on education, health and public services. 

1.2 The Islamic state

 

Dabiq
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Millat 

Ibrahim on this idea.
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could be established and thrive as a result of regional disorder7

Dabiq

dawla 

 

appearance, since

adapted to contingent factors, such as the provision of basic socioeconomic 

7 The Management of Savagery
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And

2. DOCUMENTS AND THE HISTORY OF ISLAMIC SOCIETIES

are their references.

in Europe

8 



74 MALALA, São Paulo v. 5, n. 7, abr. 2017

raison d’etre

the institution, these documents proclaimed that the preservation of the past 

could provide useful arguments for the articulation of the present. This does not 

standing did. [...] Written records disappeared en masse

 

establish and communicate an image of the state, since recording and disseminating 
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State on the governorate of Nineveh10. Facing the sheer amount of available material, 

10 

of the documents.
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documents. For instance, a number of signs reassured us of that, such as the recurrence of 

bureaus as seen in their decisions.

11, 

presented, since its appearance also communicates a message to its readers. The second 

considerations.

3. DOCUMENTS AND THEIR USE BY THE ISLAMIC STATE

3.1. Material appearance
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3.2. Bureaucratic structure
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2015).

Encyclopaedia of Islam,

artigo



79MALALA, São Paulo v. 5, n. 7, abr. 2017

artigo

(minister).

State, being a small (and so far unmeasurable) percentage of it, the statements made above 

recent counterparts.

That said, these papers do give us valuable information about at least eight bureaus 
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3. 3. Islamic governance

 

on T1 and T5.

and hotel institutions (T1).
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is forbidden (M1).
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 According to the Encyclopaedia of Islam

 and, 

indication of its relevance for the administration of urban centers is the survival of this 

15.

14 

15 

vidi).
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4. FINAL REMARKS

 

valuable information of that intent, through a set of documents referring to each other 

State, is a historical development, since
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